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By: Alissa Bocook, Staff Member
San Francisco, California recently became the
first city in California to implement a new state
law offering a tax break to urban individuals
who use their property to grow food.[i]
(file:///C:/Users/Laken/Dropbox/KJEANRL%2
0Blog/Fall%202014/Bocook%20Blog%20Post
%20Edits%20(LG).docx#_edn1)  This new
state law allows residents to use their urban
property to produce food and, in return, the
assessed value of their property is lowered,
thereby lowering their property tax.[ii]
(file:///C:/Users/Laken/Dropbox/KJEANRL%2
0Blog/Fall%202014/Bocook%20Blog%20Post
%20Edits%20(LG).docx#_edn2) In order for
an individual’s urban property to qualify for
this tax break the property must, among other
things, be larger than one tenth of an acre, but
no larger than three acres, the property owner
must sign a contract with the city assuring that
the space will be used for urban farming for at
least five years, and there can be no permanent
structures (aside from those used for the
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%20Edits%20(LG).docx#_edn3) The law also
outlaws the use of pesticides or fertilizers on





The California legislature enacted this bill in
order to help deal with the growing problem of
urban blight and also allow residents the chance




waiting lists as long as two years in the city to
be able to use community gardens.[vi]
(file:///C:/Users/Laken/Dropbox/KJEANRL%2
0Blog/Fall%202014/Bocook%20Blog%20Post
%20Edits%20(LG).docx#_edn6) Not only are
many other California cities, including
Sacramento and Fresno, enacting the same law
soon, but also other cities in across the United






Washington D.C. residents are trying to enact a
similar law, which would allow for low tax rates





law rewards development, and therefore taxes
vacant lots at a much higher tax rate, causing





With the passing of California’s Urban Farming
Tax Break law many states could be moving
toward tax incentives for urban farming. This
could lead to a reduction in blight, a more
sustainable city, and produce food that can be
used for purposes like feeding the city’s
homeless, helping not just property owners, but
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DC Considers Bill to Encourage Urban Farming on Vacant Lots,
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